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Introduction
We’ve embraced with full enthusiasm the perspective
offered to study extensively the uses and abuses of the
principle of self-determination in today’s world, since a lot of
recent developments are linked to this. That is why my
colleagues from the Conflict Prevention and Early Warning
Center in Bucharest and myself did a thorough analysis in a lot
of cases. We begun with 13 cases, but at the end of the day, the
references in each of them are extending the study to far more
cases, found worldwide, which touch upon the use and abuse
of this principle.
The project “Abuses of the principle of selfdetermination of peoples and the reaction of the international
community” is not an easy one to be address, since it creates a
tremendous passion and involves a lot of states with different
approaches. Lately this principle is approached with a clear
difference in views by states situated in the Wider Black Sea
Region, in the Western Balkans and in the rest of the world.
Thus making sense of field where passions and differences of
views are present is as complicated as the realities found on the
ground and the interpretation of the international law.
The International Foundation for Sustainable Peace
and Development (IFSPD) who presented the idea behind the
study has always stood out thanks to its team work and highlevel interrelations. One of the most important aims of this
organization is global sustainable peace and development.
However, this process starts with the countries and people
originally involved in such endeavors, of studying different
critical components of the evolution in conflicts and areas
where interpretation of the international law is at the forefront
of the positions embraced by different actors. So we were
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committed to the professional and respectful relations that by
default exclude the existence of any kind of confrontation.
In order to avoid misunderstandings and question
marks, we used only international documents approved and
voted at the level of the UN Security Council, UN General
Assembly or other bodies, with the due indication of the
seriousness and relevance, if not legitimacy, of each of
documents. We refer to this on the bases of the principle pacta
sunt servanda, hence an agreed document, which has not been
officially denounced according the provisions of the act itself,
is valid and should be observed and enforced as convened. We
also looked into all the related documents accepted by parties
in every such conflict involving self-determination and
separatism.
We took the basics of International Law, combining
them, when necessary, with security studies, conflict analysis,
decision making in crisis and some purely political instruments
used in the process. The theoretical part that I wrote looks into
the international law and jurisprudence of the UN cases and
discusses the principle of self-determination in the real
framework: self determination for whom? Afterwards, the
evolution of the principle and its perspectives are also
considered, taking into account the possibility that new types
of rights could be adopted as part of international legislation,
creating new developments linked to the self-determination
from nations of types of communities other than nations and
peoples.
We looked at several individual cases: Separatism in
China has been investigated by Alexandru Voicu, with Xi’an,
Hong Kong, Macau and Tibet separatism cases; India and
Pakistan: Kashmir paradigm is the result of the study
elaborated by Kiran Bathi; Nagorno-Karabakh, where conflict
resolution fails and geopolitics prevails is the chapter of our
specialist in the Caucasus region, Andreea Ibănescu; Cyprus – a
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small country with a big problem: the failure of UN
reintegration project due to EU integration is Adriana Sauliuc’s
chapter; the United Kingdom in the age of Brexit: will the
Union hold? The case of Scotland and Northern Ireland has
been investigated by Simona Catană; self-determination or
separatism in Crimea and Eastern Ukraine is the result of
Diana Bărbuceanu’s research; European separatist movements
– The case of Catalonia has been investigated by Narciz
Bălăşoiu; Separatism in Georgia: any base for self
determination? is the chapter put together by Dumitru
Şaranuţă; The Kurdish separatism in Iraq, Syria and Iran, as
well as Turkey is the result of the research of Paul Manta; Tirol
case is also Paul Manta’s case study, with the real political and
contextual background for the current solution; Kosovo and
the international law: self-determination, separatism, secession?
The role of international actors is an important research made
by Irina Iacovoiu, who also discussed the differences in
meaning and nuances between self-determination as a
principle, separatism and secession, at the level of international
law and international relations, but did so in a realistic way,
taking into account state politics in different contexts. My
conclusions follow and end the research part of our study.
We’ve ended our study with annexes presenting all
relevant papers related to self-determination principle,
international law, international bodies provisions and its links
with other fields of the international law like human rights,
minority rights or rights of the minorities inside a state,
inclusion strategies and even the link between the selfdetermination and non-proliferation principles stated in the
UN Charter, and agreed by different countries in third party
bilateral and multilateral treaties presented here. There are 13
fundamental documents beginning with the Wilsonian
principles, that stood as the basis of the creation of all national
states in Europe, and ending with a 2016 UN GA resolution.
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Fundamental documents also include the UN Charter, OSCE,
UN, EU, CIS documents as well as other bilateral agreements
ratified by parties and transformed into international
legislation.
We hope that the profound knowledge, experience,
professionalism and objectivity used in approaching this
project of exceptional importance that was entrusted to us
would respond to the real questions that all members of the
foundation should have in addressing this issue. We stand by
the principles of promoting better understanding and trust,
enhancing cooperation, friendship and dialogue between
peoples, as well as integration of the intellectual potential and
capabilities in implementing programs and relevant projects
aimed at achieving peace, stability, security and the well-being
of peoples and citizens. Our own activities, at the Conflict
Prevention and Early Warning Center, are designed according
to these principles.
We’ve heard concerns coming from some members of
the Foundation regarding the project at hand. I can understand
completely the ongoing difficulties that the Russian branch
could have. The same is true for the Turkish, Armenian,
Georgian, Ukrainian, Bulgarian and Romanian branches when
dealing this or other projects. We think that the freedom of
research and a fair and professional endeavor is to be saluted
by all parts.
In the light of principles that are governing our
research center and the Foundation that asked for a fair, clear
and balanced approach to the matter under study, we’ve
written our study and elaborated our work by taking into
consideration the need for dialogue, the openness for
negotiation and the highest academic and research principles of
the truth, impartiality and the need for a balanced approach,
provided by the principle of audiater altera pars.
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We, the CPCEW, are well known and recognized as
being a research center of the highest probity at the academic
level and we stand for our well known and recognized
academic record. Let me also underline that in our work, up to
this moment, there was no complaint by coming from the
beneficiaries and financiers of our projects, be it international
foundations, Embassies or governments.
The research is offered in good faith for consideration
and use to all members of the Foundation. We consider that
the basic principles of the Foundation are linked to respecting
the freedom of research, the honesty of the authors and their
approach to the truth, and fact based argumentation. Any other
approach of the research process is doomed to breach the very
basic principles of the IFSPD.
Iulian CHIFU
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Chapter I
Use and abuse of international law: Sovereignty,
territorial integrity, self-determination
1. Use and abuse of international law: Sovereignty,
territorial integrity, self-determination and
separatism
Iulian CHIFU
Trying to discuss the use and abuse of international law
linked to the conundrum sovereignty, territorial integrity, selfdetermination and separatism is an endeavor equivalent to a
doctoral degree thesis in international relations. It means trying
to make sense of a field where the instruments used belong to
different fields of study such as international law, international
relations, conflict analysis, solutions and decision making in
crisis, as well as pure politics.
At the same time, it is one of the most important fields
of investigation for researchers in international relations,
foreign policy, security studies, strategic studies and military
doctrines. If you don’t know how to address this relationship,
it means that you are useless in front of this type of problems
which became the most important ones in the current world.
The first and most important challenge comes from the
fact that we are talking about a discipline and field of research
that is designed to make sense in international relations, where
we do not have an international authority that can enforce it
and punish those who break the international law. On the
contrary, international relations are intrinsically hectic and
anarchic, observing just the principles and agreements which
reflect the commitments of the international actors, one
towards the others.
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