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Heritage buildings in Iaşi
Iaşi culture  is based on a deep sense of eternity. To leave Iaşi, the

traveler needs a momentum necessary to climb the mild hills surrounding it.
They are a point of rest in his path before taking the momentum to other
horizons as well as a stop before a temple, in the way of the traveler, who
driven by affairs or longing carries his steps to Iaşi.

The roads of Iaşi are such stops and incessant upsurges that come in
between “things in themselves” as a testament to a promised eternity. Houses
and statues, churches and palaces are halt stones of eternity brought in the
present moment by local people. Located on Bahlui River, 12 km away from its
confluence with Jijia (Bădărău, Caproşu, 2007: 9), Iaşi lies in Bahlui depression
between the hills of Copou, Repedea, Cetăţuia, Galata, Bucium-Păun, Şorogari,
Breazu.

Development of the city like most Moldavian cities in areas of
interference between plain and plateau (Tufescu apud Bădărău, Caproşu, 2007:
11) attributed to the simultaneous use of natural resources offered by the two
geographical environments, allows us to understand the spiritual integration of
Iaşi in what Lucian Blaga called mioritic1 space. The location of the city in this
depression of Bahlui is spiritually responsible for the blessed abundance of
cultural personalities who have marked Iaşi with their presence. Being a natural
meeting point of roads that cross Moldavia, Iaşi is also a crucible that gathered
the creative energy of many people of the place, it has enhanced them by
infusing mioritic spirit specific to this hill-valley corrugations and then sent
them, after the necessary reflection period, to make themselves known in the
country and in the world.

On October 6th, 1408 the ruler Alexandru the Good gave merchants
from Liov commercial privilege: “and who goes towards Tartar areas will pay
for scales, in Suceava a silver ruble and in Iaşi 30 grosi2” (Costăchescu, 1932:
634; Leonte, Maftei, 2002: 15). This privilege  is the first documentary
attestation of Iaşi that existed in the vicinity of the royal Court since the middle
of the fourteenth century (Cloşca, 2008: 18). Archaeological excavations
conducted on the place of the old Royal Court and in other sites of Iaşi show
traces of rural-style housing in the thirteenth century, which continues a living
tradition started in inferior Paleolithic, proved by the existence of

1 The term “miorita” means the ewe from the ballad with the same name (Miorita),
which entered in the Romanian folklore as representing the national spiritual traditions, and
indirectly the Romanian cultural space.

2 Silver foreign currency which was also used in Moldavia, in medieval times.

Extras din volumul:
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archaeological flint tools belonging to that period. Origin of the name of Iaşi
city is uncertain. It is thought that it could come from the name of a supposed
founder “Iasciu” (Codex Bandimus apud Bădărău, Caproşu, 2007: 24), or from
the name of an ancient Roman city Municipium Iassiorum whose geographical
location is uncertain (Luca Holstenius apud Bădărău 2007: 24), or from an
ancient population as possible Illyrian tribe of Iaşi, (ibidem) or  from the
archers guild appointed by the Hungarian as jiasy (Mohlenkmp apud Bădărău,
Caproşu, 2007: 27).

Iaşi holds since the time of Alexandru the Good a Royal Court, also with
secondary royal residence role in the fourteenth century and after Ştefan cel
Mare (Stephen the Great), most sovereigns had their residence in Iaşi (Neamţu
apud Bădărău, Caproşu, 2007: 31) . During the reign of Alexandru Lăpuşneanu
(1552-1561, 1564-1568) Iaşi becomes the capital of feudal state of Moldova
(Cloşca, 2008: 28-29). Iaşi loses its capital status after the union of Moldavia
and Wallachia in 1859 and the formation of modern Romania. Decreasing its
political and administrative importance, Iaşi remains to state itself as cultural
center which will polarize the Romanian spiritual values of the nineteenth and
twentieth century. The city returns to its capital status for a few months – for
the entire Romania- during the Austro-German occupation at the end of 1917.
With the Great Union of 1918, the Romanian capital gets back to Bucharest
permanently, Iaşi assuming the symbolic role of spiritual capital.

Iaşi is a city of great ideas, the first great union, the first theater in
Romanian, the first literary memorial museum (Hut of Ţicău) and the first
Museum of Natural History  (“Vasile  Rosetti” House). The authors of the
volume: Antonio Sandu, Ana Maria Boboc, Bianca Beatrice Vlasă, Cornel
Baroi, Irina Morariu, Oana Bradu and Simona Uşurelu aim to present 70
buildings from the nineteenth century and early twentieth century from Iaşi,
from the perspective of their cultural significance, with a presentation from 1
to 5 illustrations for each monument. Among the cultural treasures of the city
we include: Palace of Culture, Copou Park, “Alexandru Ioan Cuza” University
Dosoftei House, Golia Monastery etc.

This book, a combination of paper and ink, hides a realistic blend of art,
history, architecture, in a modern style and classic at the same time. Any
traveler will be carried through imagination in the history and culture of Iaşi,
will learn about the intellectual environment of nineteenth century and will be
visually enriched through the building details given in illustration.

Extras din volumul:
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The content of the book is summed up by Nicolae Iorga’s opinion of
Iaşi: “There are Romanians who have never been to Iaşi, although it should be
no one, because who was not here, is not able to pass through pages of the
finest reviews with understanding, he can not enter the spirit of our past living
in this place more alive and richer than anywhere else [...]. In his national
consciousness would be a lack if he had not seen the city that was and still calls
itself today, with pride, Moldavia's capital...” (Nicolae Iorga).

Iaşi – view from up high (photo: Cornel Baroi)
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Iaşi – View from Galata Hill

Iaşi from up high – View from Galata Hill (photo: Cornel Baroi)

Iaşi from up high –
View from Galata
Hill (photo: Cornel

Baroi)
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Iaşi from up high – View from Galata Hill (photo: Cornel Baroi)

Iaşi from up high – View from Galata Hill (photo: Cornel Baroi)
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Palace of Culture

Palace of Culture – overview (photo: Oana Bradu)

The Palace of Culture in its current form, dates from the years 1906-
1925, and was inaugurated in 1926 by King Ferdinand. The palace was built on
the old site of the Royal Courts whose documentary attestation dates from
1434.

To the construction of the present palace were partially used the
foundations of  the old Administrative Palace built  in  neoclassical style by
Alexandru Moruzi  (1806-1812) and restored  by Mihail  Sturza (1841-1843).
The old palace had 365 rooms, symbolically corresponding to the 365 days of
the year. According to Adriana Ionuc, the technical director of the Palace of
Culture (Bălinişteanu, 2007) in order to “comfort” the inhabitants of Iaşi for
the loss of capital status in 1858 produced with the unification of principalities,
King Carol I promises to support the town in maintaining the status of cultural
and spiritual capital of the country, and also help in building an Administrative
and Justice Palace, on the remains of the old administrative Palace burned in
the fire of 1878.
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