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FOREWORD

Influenced by Weber’s idealism and subscribing to the 

theory according to which ideas bear an enormous significance in 

shaping the material conditions of our existence, this book was 

written with the purpose of highlighting the strength, application 

and reinvention of one idea during several decades of social, 

political and intellectual transformations. 

One of the merits of this writing is that it approaches its 

topic by making use of academic tools that are mostly applied 

when analyzing precise data and hard figures. Despite the fact 

that the book deals with ideas, the most important part of the 

research methodology is of a quantitative nature, providing a 

conclusion based on the strict evidence of figures. 

The final aim of the book was to prove that not only 

material things can be weight and measured according to 

scientific and quantitative standards, but also the fascinating 

realm of ideas.

The quantitative research methodology enabled me to treat 

in other terms and with new findings the extremely debated 

relationship between Niccolo Machiavelli and realism, as a theory 

of International Relations.

I owe my knowledge upon this subject to my very 

dedicated professors from the Faculty of Political Science –

University of Bucharest. My special gratitude goes, in the 

chronological order in which I had the opportunity of meeting 
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them, to Prof. Viorel Cernica (Faculty of Philosophy), Prof. 

Cătălin Avramescu and Prof. Camelia Voinea. Nonetheless, an 

enormous help and intellectual challenge came from my very 

good friend and colleague, Cristina Manolache, who provided me 

with pertinent advice and critique. 

I dedicate this book to my wonderful parents, to my family 

and to all those persons that blessed me with their warmest 

affection.

30th of August, 2009
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INTRODUCTION

The conceptual delineation between the sphere of political 

ideas and political activity has never represented a strong 

borderline for the continuous processes and influences that were 

exerted from one part to the other. In numerous occasions, 

political ideas were practically transformed into genuine 

guidelines that were intended to facilitate the art of statecraft for 

those that were in the ruling position. However, there are also 

famous cases in which ideas lack the potential to materialize and, 

thus, stagnate from this point of view, transforming themselves 

into sheer utopias aimed at raising public or simply elite 

awareness on certain issues.

Considered by many the founding father of the discipline 

of political science, a proponent of civic humanism1 or simply 

blamed as an extremely wicked, immoral and irreligious 

intellectual2, Niccolo Machiavelli has been the target of 

overwhelmingly long scholar debates that did not manage to 

integrate him into strict categories. Having written a prolific 

literature on political issues, Machiavelli himself became the 

subject of even more numerous works than his own. 

                                                
1 Joseph V. FEMIA, Machiavelli Revisited, University of Wales Press, 

Cardiff, 2004, p.vii.
2 Leo STRAUSS, Thoughts on Machiavelli, The University of Chicago 

Press, Chicago, and London, 1958, p. 12
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The literature that was developed starting from Machiavelli 

has multiple roots and is very diverse. First of all, a part of the 

legacy transmitted by the Florentine secretary consists in the 

works that were intended to analyze and interpret his own ideas. 

Secondly, there are the scholars that continued Machiavelli’s line 

of thought and who form the Machiavellian and Neo 

Machiavellian currents. Lastly, Machiavelli managed to become a 

source of inspiration for one of the most famous theories of 

International Relations, namely, realism. Machiavelli’s arguments 

are at the core of the basic books that founded the realist theory. 

Even if they appear under different forms or slightly modified, 

the essence is, nonetheless, present.

1. Topic of the Research

Machiavelli’s ideas have been taken into account and 

applied not only at the level of internal politics, but also in the 

field of international relations. The most famous work of the 

Italian diplomat, The Prince, does not contain only guidelines for 

ruling within the borders of one’s territory. Moreover, most of 

the advice that Machiavelli provides refers to the behavior of the 

politician with respect to the events that are performed on the 

international arena.

The aim of the present research is to analyze the 

connection and the degree of influence that exist between 

Machiavelli’s political and philosophical ideas and realism. In this 

respect, it could be argued that the topic of the paper belongs 
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both to the field of political theory, as well as to that of 

International Relations.

As the title accurately reflects, the two main figures of the

research are Machiavelli and the realist theory. In the following 

pages, I shall try to explain the relationship which exists between 

the two and also to what extent we may talk about an influence or 

not. 

Realism draws its main ideas and concepts from several 

sources. However, Machiavelli’s arguments represent some 

fundamental elements in the shaping of this theory. The research 

shall not focus only on asserting that there is a Machiavellian 

influence in the development of realism, but also on quantifying

this influence and on explaining its evolution and change in the 

major writings of several realist scholars.

2. Relevance of the Topic

Reading Machiavelli’s writings and realist literature, one 

may easily notice that there is a certain resemblance between the 

two lines of thought. It is acknowledged that Machiavelli played 

an important role in the development of political theory, so why 

would the International Relations field represent an exception?

The topic of the research is extremely relevant, as it tries to 

explain the way in which realist scholars drew their inspiration 

from Machiavelli’s ideas. The process of describing this influence 

is of the utmost importance because it shall not be constructed 

only upon qualitative analysis, but it will also bear a quantitative 

aspect.
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In the pages of this paper, I shall not only imply a certain 

statement, but also test it with the help of several methods of 

social research. Thus, the relevance of the work is translated 

through the fact that it has a high explanatory character and it is 

aimed at presenting in what terms we may talk about a 

Machiavellian legacy in the realist theory.

3. Hypothesis

Starting from the question of this research – In what terms 

did Machiavelli influence realism?- the hypothesis of the paper may be 

formulated as follows: Niccolo Machiavelli’s ideas influenced the 

development of the realist theory in International Relations.

The two key concepts on which the hypothesis is 

constructed are Machiavelli and realism. The hypothesis shall be 

tested and several research methods shall be used in order to 

measure and describe the results.

The testing of the hypothesis shall be performed in the 

following way: I shall choose one of the main ideas which are 

recurrent in Machiavelli’s writings and try to identify it, under the 

same form or modified, in the works of certain realist scholars. 

The realist scholars that are to be taken into account are the 

following: Edward Hallett Carr, Hans Morgenthau and John J. 

Mearsheimer. 

I shall not analyze the entire literature which was written 

by these theoreticians, but focus on the works which are thought 

to be of the utmost importance in the field of International 

Relations. Thus, from Carr’s writings I shall relate to The Twenty 
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Years’ Crisis (1939), from Morgenthau’s to Politics Among Nations: 

The Struggle for Power and Peace (1948) and from Mearsheimer’s I 

shall choose The Tragedy of Great Power Politics (2001).

A subsidiary analysis shall be constructed, focusing on 

George Kennan, Raymond Aron, Robert Gilpin and Henry 

Kissinger.

4. Theoretical Framework

The theoretical framework of the paper is constructed on 

the basis of the literature provided by Niccolo Machiavelli and by 

the realist theory. In the following lines I shall proceed to a clear 

explanation of what is to be extracted from Machiavelli’s work 

and applied to the present thesis and how exactly I define and use 

a certain number of concepts.

4.1 Machiavelli

As it was explained in the previous section, the testing of 

the hypothesis shall be performed by choosing one of 

Machiavelli’s ideas, which will be reported to realist works. Thus, 

a consistent part of the literature that shall be employed in this 

paper is a part of Machiavelli’s political writings. In order to 

narrow the theoretical framework, I considered that the most 

relevant work for the illustration of the thesis is The Prince. 

Nonetheless, there may be made several references to some other 

pieces of writing of the Florentine secretary, among which I 

should notably mention the Discourses on Livy or The Art of War.
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